
Greater Thetford Development Partnership

Report of: Rob Walker, Executive Director, Breckland Council

To: GTDP Board, 14 April 2016

Author: Rob Walker, Executive Director, Breckland Council

Subject: Communities Sub-Group

Purpose: To seek ratification of the Communities Sub-Group Terms of Reference 
from the GTDP Board and to get approval for the recruitment of four 
independent sub-group members. 

Recommendation(s): 

1) That the GTDP Board ratify the Communities Sub-Group Terms of Reference

2) That the GTDP Board approves the recruitment of four independent sub-group members.

1.0 BACKGROUND

1.1 The GTDP Board has, at earlier meetings, considered draft terms for reference for the 
Communities Sub Group.  Feedback was provided by Board members and the draft was 
amended accordingly. On behalf of the Board, representatives from Breckland Council, 
Thetford Town Council, Croxton Parish Council and Brettenham and Kilverstone Parish 
Council have subsequently met and finalised the terms of reference and they are now 
presented to the Board for ratification.  

1.2 A copy of the terms of reference can be found in the appendices to this report. 

1.3 The terms of reference outline the proposed membership of the sub-group and it is explicit 
that the group will be representative of local communities and will not replicate the 
organisational representation on the GTDP Board. To this end, whilst the sub-group will 
have representatives from Thetford Town Council, Brettenham and Kilverstone Parish 
Council and Croxton Parish Council it will also have four independent members 
representing local communities (who either work or live in the GTDP area).

1.4 It is now proposed that recruitment process is carried out locally to identify and recruit the 
independent members. An advert, role description and application form have been drafted 
and can be found in the appendices to this report. 

1.5 The documents will be made available on the Town Council, Parish Council and District 
Council websites and at their respective ‘offices’.  

1.6 The roles will be advertised on all partner websites and social media, in parish, town and 
district publications, and an advert will be run in the local print media.  The adverts will run 
until 12 May 2016.  Shortlisting, interviews and recruitment will then by undertaken by Bob 
King, Terry Jermy and Tony Poulter (GTDP Board Members) on behalf of the Board and 
supported by Rob Walker from Breckland Council (on behalf of the GTDP Chairman).

2.0 OPTIONS



2.1 The GTDP Board has the following options: -

To ratify the Communities Sub-Group Terms of Reference

and

To approve the recruitment process for four independent sub-group members

and

Ask the relevant Town and Parish Councils to nominate their representatives for the sub-group

or

To do nothing or any other action GTDP Board determines appropriate.

3.0 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S)

3.1 Ratification of the terms of reference and support for the recruitment process detailed in this 
report will enable the Communities Sub-Group to become established and start work to 
ensure that there is effective community consultation and engagement with the work of the 
GTDP.

4.0 EXPECTED BENEFITS

4.1 Effective community engagement and in particular, the active engagement of businesses, 
organisations and communities that are not directly represented on the GTDP Board in the 
work of the Partnership.

Contact 

Name and Post: Rob Walker, Executive Director, Breckland Council
Telephone Number: 01362 656256
Email: Robert.walker@breckland-sholland.gov.uk

Appendices attached to this report: 

1.Communities Sub-Group Terms of Reference
2.Advert, role description and application form


